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Intent 

Why do we teach this? Why do we teach this in the way that we do?  

At John Randall Primary School, our Religious Education (RE) curriculum is intended to be ambitious 

and designed to give all pupils, regardless of background, the equal opportunity to gain the 

knowledge and cultural understanding they need to succeed in life and in future education.   

Our RE topics are based on the Telford and Wrekin SACRE RE scheme of work, designed by Lat 

Blaylock, and are designed to provide broad and balanced opportunities that are differentiated 

appropriately to ensure the progressive development of RE concepts, knowledge and skills.  

At John Randall, we aim to capitalise on children’s prior knowledge of key life events and 

celebrated events in their culture, communities and their own faith journeys. We aim to draw 

upon children’s natural curiosity about the world around them locally and beyond. By capitalising 

on the wealth of cultures we aim for children to have a good understanding of ‘community’ that 

gives them a sense of identity and belonging. We also want children to have a deeper 

understanding of nature and the link to spirituality through the environment. 

Furthermore, we strive to promote an appetite and fascination about spirituality that will provide all 

children with the skills and knowledge to understand and engage with people of all beliefs and none.  

Designed to build every year on the children’s previous learning, the RE curriculum enables topic 

links to be reinforced, this gives a deeper understanding of beliefs and different faiths. It also plays 

an important role, within other curriculum areas, in promoting the spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development of our children.  

 

Implementation  

What do we teach? What does it look like? 

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in RE, we implement a curriculum that is 
progressive throughout the whole school and therefore designed to help the children to build upon 
and recall previous knowledge and skills in the long term. RE is taught using the Telford and Wrekin 
RE syllabus covering Christianity, Islam and Sikhism in the main as well as the Jewish and Hindu faiths 
and humanism. The content of the teaching is focused on the knowledge and skills stated in the 
above syllabus. 
 
The RE subject leader ensures that teachers’ subject knowledge is appropriate through regularly 
evaluating planning and outcomes from pupil conferencing and ‘book looks’ as well as discussions 
with colleagues. This results in the subject leader working closely with any member of staff who 
needs assistance or support with their subject knowledge and/or improving and adapting the 
curriculum where needed. The subject leader also provides pointers, ideas and relevant resource 
pools for all members of staff to assist with planning and engagement with the subject knowledge 
they are being asked to teach. 

 
As aforementioned, the RE at John Randall Primary School is based upon the Telford and Wrekin RE 
syllabus which provides a broad framework and outlines the knowledge and skills taught in each key 



stage. Additionally, the subject lead has devised a progression in skills document to show what 
should be achieved at the end of each year. Teachers plan lessons for their year groups using this 
document, matching each piece of knowledge to a lesson where the children’s understanding of 
their current topic area is built upon. Alongside this, teachers consider how to include transferable 
skills such as: 

 Reading fluency  

 Numeracy skills  

 Interpreting and creating graphs 

 Geography (where in the world?) and climates 

 History 
 
At our school, RE is challenging yet accessible to all – including special educational needs (SEN) and 
children working at greater depth. We differentiate our lessons and activities to suit a range of 
abilities ensuring that all children can learn at a pace and level that is appropriate to their needs, 
whether that means extending and stretching children through the use of investigations, creating 
and then answering their own enquiry questions and writing extended pieces, or scaffolding learning 
and providing more adult support for children with additional needs.   
 
Opportunities for RE learning takes place both inside and outside of the classroom at John Randall 
Primary School. Every year group books trips and organises fieldwork appropriate to their topic that 
sparks curiosity and engagement in the study of RE. We have close links with local places of worship 
in the area and regularly visit St Michael’s Church as well as Sutton Hill Church. Local ministers and 
teams of lay people regularly visit to share ‘Open the Book’ assemblies, bringing the bible to life for 
children in the school. As well as this, teachers are encouraged to plan fun, intriguing activities for 
their topics that take the children away from their desks and out of their classrooms. We actively 
encourage learning to regularly take place out of the classroom using our extensive outdoor areas.  
 
We also have the opportunity to incorporate food into our educational offer through working with 
the professional chefs in school. We aim to broaden the children’s palate and horizons through 
experiencing world foods linked to particular religions and festivals on a regular basis. 
 

Impact  

What it will look like? By the time the children leave our school they will:  

The RE curriculum at John Randall Primary School is of a high quality, well planned and demonstrates 

progression. The impact of this is measured through: 

 Assessing children’s understanding of topic vocabulary through pupil conferencing with the 

subject lead.  

 Images and videos of the children’s practical learning.  

 Moderation of children’s work within their books – ‘book looks’.  

 Staff meetings with an opportunity to scrutinise and discuss children’s progress and 

outcomes.  

 Marking of written work in books.  

 Annual reporting of standards across the RE curriculum.  

It is our aim for the children to leave John Randall Primary School with a good understanding of 

religions in our local area, as well as nationally and internationally, and a recognition of why certain 

religious traditions and practices are carried out. We aim to see pupils leave school with a coherent 

understanding of Christian belief and practice, as well as that of Islamic and Sikh practices.  



Pupils from reception upwards explore the significant theological concepts within Christianity as part 

of developing their wider religious, theological and cultural literacy. They will also be able to talk 

with confidence about their own beliefs so far; have an understanding to enable them to show 

respect, know where to go both online and in the real world to find out more information and 

compare what they know is happening locally with what is happening in the wider world. This will 

give them a good foundation for their secondary learning alongside their understanding of people in 

the world around them and how they live their lives spiritually. 


