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This half term we are looking at: How do people express 
their spiritual ideas through the arts?
Today we are specifically looking at: How do banners, 
triptychs, icons and stained glass windows help Christians 
to worship?

Success criteria

I know how to describe what inspires and influences me and others;

I understand  how banners, triptychs, icons and stained glass windows help Christians to 
worship;

I can develop and show understanding of the way triptychs, banners, icons and  stained glass 
windows enable Christians to express their worship, beliefs, thoughts and feelings 



These are pictures of stained glass windows that tell a story or show an 
image from the bible. What stories do you think they show?

Many years ago, people were 
illiterate (they couldn’t read 
or write) and so windows told 
stories from the bible by the 
picture on them. These 
helped people to remember 
because they would see them 
each week.



Icons are of great importance to Orthodox Christians. 
These beautiful and elaborate paintings are 
described as "windows into the kingdom of God". 
They are used in worship both in the decoration of 
the church and for private homes. The icon is seen as 
both a form of prayer and a means to prayer.

They have a particular style.

The Holy Trinity (God the Father, 
Jesus the Son, The Holy Spirit)

The Holy Family (Mary, Joseph, Jesus)

The resurrection of Christ

A triptych is  a picture or relief carving on three panels, typically 
hinged together vertically and used as an altarpiece. This 
triptych tells the story of Jesus being crucified-before, during 
and after.



What you need to do
Either design and make a ‘stained glass’ window
OR
design and draw an icon.
You might one to use one of these ideas: 
Love Holy Spirit                   Celebration
A bible story that you know.              Noah’s Ark       David and Goliath
John 10:14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my 
sheep know me
Jonah 1:17 the Lord provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah 
was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Was there anything that you were unsure about by the end of the lesson today?


