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1 Aims and objectives  
 
1.1 The study of English develops children’s abilities to listen, speak, read and write for a 

wide range of purposes, so using language to learn and communicate ideas, views 
and feelings. It enables children to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, 
as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama, as well 
as non-fiction and media texts. Children gain an understanding of how language 
works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Children use their knowledge, 
skills and understanding in speaking and writing across a range of different 
situations. 

 
1.2 The aims of English are: 

• to enable children to speak clearly and audibly in ways which take account of 
their listeners; 

• to encourage children to listen with concentration in order to be able to identify 
the main points of what they have heard; 

• to enable children to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and 
demands; 

• to develop children’s abilities to reflect on their own and others’ contributions 
and the language used; 

• to enable children to evaluate their own and others’ contributions through a 
range of drama activities; 

• to develop confident, independent readers through an appropriate focus on 
word, sentence and text-level knowledge; 

• to encourage children to become enthusiastic and reflective readers through 
contact with challenging and lengthy texts; 

• to encourage children to read for pleasure  

• to help children enjoy writing and recognise its value; 

• to enable children to write with accuracy and meaning in narrative and non-
fiction; 

• to increase the children’s ability to use planning, drafting and editing to improve 
their work. 

 
2 Teaching and learning style 
 
2.1  At John Randall School we use a variety of teaching and learning styles in English 

lessons. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, and 
understanding in English. We do this through a daily lesson that is a mix of whole-
class, group teaching and mini- plenaries. The children use success criteria with the 
teacher and use these as a focus for their work and to aid peer and self-assessment. 
The success criteria also enable pupils to challenge themselves by clearly 
understanding their next steps. They have the opportunity to experience a wide 
range of texts and use a range of resources such as dictionaries, thesauruses and 
word and phonic mats to support their work. Children use ICT in English lessons 
where it enhances their learning, as in drafting their work and using multimedia to 
study how words and images are combined to convey meaning. Wherever possible 
teachers expect children to use and apply their learning in other areas of the 
curriculum. 
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2.2  There are children of differing ability in all classes at John Randall School. We 

recognise this fact and provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by 
matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through 
a range of strategies. In some lessons we do it through differentiated group work, 
while in other lessons we ask children to work from the same starting point before 
moving on to develop their own ideas. Teachers and teaching assistants work with all 
groups throughout each week, to support children where needed, challenging and 
extending where possible and to enable work to be matched to the needs of 
individuals. Where we see gaps in learning that cannot be addressed during a lesson, 
children have immediate flexible interventions following the lesson which are 
personalised to the needs of the child.  In some classes we have a focus teacher to 
support specific needs, to close gaps in learning and challenge more able children.  

 
3 English curriculum planning  
 
3.1  English is a core subject in the National Curriculum. We follow recommended 

government guidance to ensure the development of skills, objectives and challenge.  
 
 
3.2 Class teachers complete a weekly plan for the teaching of English. This lists the 

specific learning objectives for the week and gives details of how the lessons are to 
be taught. It also includes details of what each group of children will be learning.  

 
4 The Foundation Stage 
 
4.1  We teach English in foundation stage classes as an integral part of the school’s work. 

Staff use the learning objectives outlined in ‘Development Matters’. For reception 
aged children, the format for the daily lesson is similar to that used in the rest of the 
school. For nursery aged children, this session is approximately thirty minutes and 
involves some whole group adult led teaching and time for children to practise and 
apply skills through independent or adult led activities. English is taught using a cross 
curricular topic-based approach. The foundation stage team meet each week to 
develop planning around topics which aim to meet the children’s interests and 
needs. Children have daily opportunities to write, and lots of provision is made for 
independent and guided opportunities for writing during daily child-initiated play 
sessions in meaningful contexts. Throughout the foundation stage the team focus 
upon PSED and C and L skills. This enables children to have a good understanding of 
English and to speak clearly and confidently, therefore having good basic starting 
blocks to build upon. We give all children the opportunity to talk and communicate in 
a wide range of situations, to respond to adults and to each other, to listen carefully, 
and to practise and extend their range of vocabulary and communication skills. They 
have the opportunity to explore, enjoy, learn about, and use words and text in a 
range of situations. 

  
5 Contribution of English to teaching in other curriculum areas 
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5.1  The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, every subject 
of our curriculum. The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening 
enable them to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work in 
school. 

 
5.2  Mathematics 
             English contributes significantly to the teaching of mathematics in our school. 

Children in the Foundation Stage develop their understanding of number, pattern, 
shape and space by talking about these areas with adults and other children. Children 
in Key Stage 1 meet stories and rhymes that rely on counting and sequencing. 
Children in Key Stage 2 are encouraged to read and interpret written problems in 
order to identify the mathematics involved. They explain and present their work to 
others during sessions and they communicate mathematically through the 
developing use of precise mathematical language. In order to deepen learning, 
children are regularly asked to justify and explain their answers and responses in 
mathematics. There are weekly ‘Guided Reading in Maths’ where written word 
problems are examined in depth and the language used is further analysed. 

  
 
5.3 Information and communication technology (ICT) 
             The use of ICT enables children to use and apply their developing skills in English in a 

variety of ways. Younger children use ICT as a source of information and as a way of 
enabling them to present their completed work effectively. Older children use the 
Internet when searching for information about a different part of the world, or when 
using desktop publishing to design a class newspaper. Children use the planning and 
proofing tools in a word processor when checking their draft work. Children use iPads 
for research purposes and also to record drama and speaking and listening sessions.  

             We encourage all children to use ICT as a resource for learning, whenever they feel it 
is appropriate.  

 
5.4  Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
              English contributes to the teaching of personal, social and health education and 

citizenship. We encourage younger children to take part in class and group 
discussions on topical issues. In their science work they talk about things that 
improve their health and about rules for keeping them safe around the school. Older 
children are encouraged to research and debate topical problems and events. They 
discuss lifestyle choices and meet and talk with many visitors who work within the 
school community. Planned activities within the classroom encourage children to 
work together and respect each other’s views. 

 
5.5  Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
             The teaching of English develops skills through which our children can give critical 

responses to the moral questions they meet in their work. Their understanding and 
appreciation of a range of texts brings them into contact with their own literary 
heritage and texts from other cultures. The organisation of lessons allows children to 
work together and gives them the chance to discuss their ideas and results. 
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6 Teaching English to children with special needs 
 
6.1  At John Randall School we teach English to all children, whatever their ability. English 

forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education 
to all children. Teachers provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of 
children with learning difficulties. Work in English takes into account the targets set 
for individual children in their provision maps Teachers provide help with 
communication and literacy through: 

• using texts that children can read and understand; 

• using visual and written materials in different formats; 

• using ICT, other technological aids and taped materials; 

• using alternative communication such as signs and symbols; 

• using translators and amanuenses.  

• Focus teachers and teaching assistants provide targeted support through 
interventions and flexible intervention support where needed and in accordance 
to support outlined on provision maps.  

 
 
7 Assessment and recording 
 
7.1  Teachers assess children’s work in English in three phases. The short-term 

assessments that teachers and teaching assistants make as part of every lesson and 
are noted to help them adjust their daily plans. Teachers match these short-term 
assessments closely to the teaching objectives. They use assessments to measure 
progress against the key objectives, and to help them plan for the next unit of work. 
They use child friendly writing assessment tick sheets and ‘punctuation ladders’ as 
the recording format for this and to assess children’s unaided writing. These are kept 
in folders at the back of children’s English books and are used to inform children of 
their progress and next steps. Teachers make long-term assessments towards the 
end of the school year, and they use these to assess progress against school and 
national targets. With the help of these long-term assessments, teachers are able to 
set targets for the next school year and summarise the progress of each child before 
reporting to and discussing it with the child’s parents. The next teacher also uses 
these long-term assessments as the basis for planning work for the new school year. 
Children undertake the national tests at the end of Year 2 and Year 6, whilst those in 
other cohorts are assessed through teacher assessment which might include some 
elements from optional tests. Teachers also make annual assessments of children’s 
progress using the level descriptions of the National Curriculum. 

 
7.2  There are two pupil progress meetings each term to monitor assessments and set 

whole class next steps and targets.  These are then reviewed at subsequent 
meetings. 

 
8 Phonics and Spelling 
 
8.1 Phonics and spelling is integral to the teaching of English. These sessions are taught 

on a daily basis using Read Write Inc. for phonics in foundation stage and key stage 1 
and SPAG (spelling punctuation and grammar) in key stage 2. Phonics sessions are 
delivered prior to an English session to enable children to apply the skills and make 
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links with texts in literacy and guided reading to allow children to make links and 
apply their phonic skills. 

 
8.2        Where children do not make expected progress, they will revisit areas of learning 

during catch up intervention sessions. Children in Year 2 who do not pass the Year 
one phonics check receive additional support for phonics in Year 2 and are retested 
towards the end of Year 2. If needed the phonics scheme is used in Key stage 2 for 
those children who require it. They are assessed regularly to monitor their progress 
too.  

 
8.3 Read, Write, Inc. Phonics is an inclusive literacy programme for all children learning 

to read. It is aimed at children reading synthetic phonics. Children learn the 44 
common sounds in the English language and how to blend them to read and spell. 
The scheme includes both a reading and a writing focus. Reading is the key that 
unlocks the whole curriculum so the ability to efficiently decode is essential. The 
R.W.I sessions are expected to occur each day with no exceptions, as the continuity 
and pace of the programme is key to accelerating the progress of children’s reading 
development. 

 
8.4 Aims and Objectives of Read, Write, Inc 

To teach pupils to: 
- apply the skill of blending phonemes in order to read words. 
- segment words into their constituent phonemes in order to spell words. 
- learn that blending and segmenting words are reversible processes. 
- read high frequency words that do not conform to regular phonic patterns. 
- read texts and words that are within their phonic capabilities as early as possible. 
- decode texts effortlessly so all their resources can be used to comprehend what 
they read. 
- spell effortlessly so that all their resources can be directed towards composing their 
writing. 

 
8.5 Teaching and Learning Style: 

This is based on the 5 P’s: 
Praise – Pupils learn quickly in a positive climate. 
Pace – Good pace is essential to the lesson. 
Purpose – Every part of the lesson has a specific purpose. 
Passion – This is a very prescriptive programme. It is the energy, enthusiasm and 
passion that teachers put into the lesson that bring the teaching and learning to life! 
Participation - A strong feature of R.W.I. lessons is partner work and the partners 
‘teaching’ each other (based on research which states that we learn 70% of what we 
talk about with our partner and 90% of what we teach). 

 
8.6 Pupils work within ability groups which are defined by their performance on R.W.I. 

phonic tests. Pupils are re-tested each term and the groups are reorganised 
accordingly. Teacher generated planning is minimized as the planning is integrated 
into the teacher’s handbooks and follows set routines. Staff will be responsible for 
planning for their R.W.I groups, with the support of the R.W.I manager as required. 

 
8.7 Delivery of Phonics 

- Initial sounds are to be taught in a specific order. 
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- Sounds taught should be ‘pure’ ie ‘b’, not ‘buh’ as this is central to phonic teaching 
and ability to recognise sounds in words. 
- Pupils are to be taught that the number of graphemes in a word always 
corresponds to the number of phonemes. This greatly aids spelling. 
- Set 2 sounds are to be taught after Set 1 (initial sounds). 
- Letter names are to be introduced with Set 3. 

 
8.8 R.W.I. across the school: 

Foundation Stage: R.W.I. is fully implemented in Reception but the class will not be 
split into groups until the initial sounds have been taught. Once the sounds have 
been taught assessments will take place to determine groupings. The sessions will 
occur daily for 30 
minutes. Within this time a 10 minute speed sounds session will occur with follow up 
handwriting sessions while pupils access continuous provision, in line with the EYFS. 
Key Stage One: R.W.I. groups will be set across Year 1 and Year 2 following 
assessments carried out by R.W.I Manager, Teachers or TA’s. The sessions will occur 
daily for 30 minutes. These sessions will include a 15 minute Speed Sounds session 
followed by Reading session. 
Once pupils ‘come off’ the programme they will then move onto Year 2 Support for 
Spelling. 
Key Stage Two: R.W.I. groups will take the form of an intervention for those pupils 
with the greatest need in Years 3-6. 

 
8.9 SEN/Able Pupils 

SEN pupils are fully involved in R.W.I. lessons as all pupils work in ability groups and 
teaching is geared to the speed of progress of each group. 1:1 or small group tuition 
will be identified by the RWI manager if required. 
Able pupils are catered for as groups are based on ability and there is the flexibility 
to accommodate gifted younger pupils within groups of older pupils. 

 
8.10 Assessment and Recording 

Children are assessed throughout every lesson. Every time partner work is used the 
teacher assesses the progress of the children. The teacher assesses how children: 
- read the grapheme chart 
- read the green and red word lists 
- decode the ditty/story 
- comprehend the story 
Each group leader is requested to keep a register to identify pupils that need extra 
reinforcement of a particular element that has been covered. Formal assessment is 
carried out each term by the R.W.I Manager, Teachers or TA’s. 

 
8.11 Monitoring and Review 

The R.W.I. manager 
- ensures all pupils are assessed and designates pupils to the correct groups 
- assigns leaders to groups 
- drops in’ on R.W.I. groups to give advice and to informally check that pupils are in   
the correct groups 
- where necessary models lessons 
- attends up-date meetings when they occur and reports back to the Leadership   
Team 
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- speaks with the Head teacher regarding groupings, teaching spaces and other   
pertinent matters 
- is responsible for reporting to the governors about the quality of the 
implementation of R.W.I. and the impact on standards. 

 
 
9 Guided Reading 
 
9.1 Guided reading is taught daily. In EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2, each child will have two 

sessions of guided reading per week. One session will be with the teacher and the 
other with the teaching assistant. During the week there is a timetabled set of 
activities to enrich children’s learning.  

 
9.2 Records are kept by each teacher in a guided reading folder.  
 
9.3 Children who are not making expected progress are given extra support through 

interventions at another time.  
 
9.4 To support the development of independent reading at John Randall Primary School 

the Read Write Inc scheme is used initially by EYFS and Key Stage One children and 
any children in Key Stage 2 who are still progressing through the scheme as an 
intervention. Once children progress from Read Write Inc. Oxford Reading Tree and 
Treetops scheme is used. In addition, to this we have a range of reading materials to 
ensure that children have access to a broad range of texts. We have a Reading room 
(library) in school and each class has a reading area to encourage children to choose 
their own books to read for pleasure.  

 
10 Handwriting 
 
10.1  We teach joined handwriting in school. This is taught discretely in foundation stage 

to ensure that children can form letters correctly to enable them to join writing 
effectively. In Key Stage 1 and 2 it is taught and practised as part of the daily offer.  

 
 
11 Resources 
 
11.1   All classrooms have access to dictionaries, thesauruses and a range of age-

appropriate resources. All classrooms have a selection of fiction and non-fiction 
texts. Children have access to the Internet through their classroom computer and in 
the IT suite.  
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12 Monitoring and review 
 
12.1  Monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of teaching in 

English forms part of the school monitoring system and is the responsibility of the 
Head Teacher, Deputy Head teacher and English subject leader. Books are monitored 
once each term and lessons termly. Staff work together to monitor books during 
pupil progress meetings, to ensure progress and to consider ways of supporting 
children where sufficient progress is not evident. The work of the subject leader also 
involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of English, guided reading, phonics and 
spelling, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a 
strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school.  

 
Signed: M Lambie 
 
 
 
Date: January 2021 
 
 
 


